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Literature and Culture 

 

The Tudors 

• Henry VII 

• Henry VIII 

• Edward VI 

• Mary I 

• Elizabeth I 

The Bubonic plague and the Great Fire 

  

The English Renaissance 

The Italian Petrarchan sonnet VS English Shakespearean sonnet. 

• The layout 

• The rhyme 

• The scheme  

• The turning point 

• The themes 

• The linguistic and literary devices 

The Sonnet 

•  Shakespeare's sonnets collection: Fair youth/dark lady  

All about William Shakespeare 

All about Shakespeare’s sonnets 

➢ My Mistress’ Eyes 

 

The Elizabethan Theatre 

• The Elizabethan playhouse 

 



All about Shakespeare’s plays 

All about Hamlet  

• Plot 

• A revenge tragedy 

• Hamlet’s language 

• A reluctant avenger 

• Themes 

➢ “To be or not to be” 

 

All about Macbeth: the tragedy of ambition 

• Plot 

• Setting 

• Characters 

• Themes 

• A criminal mind  

• Imagery 

➢ “The three Witches” 

 

History and Society 

 

✓ From Charles I to the Commonwealth  

✓ The Civil War  

✓ The Puritan  

✓ The Restoration  

✓ The Scientific Revolution 

 

The Commonweath: a global partnership 

The British Empire VS The Commonwealth of Nations  

 • The Commonwealth of Nations: countries, institutions, gouvernements, games 

https://youtu.be/-6B5JX6_z5E://youtu.be/-6B5JX6_z5E 

 

The birth of political parties 18th century 

• The Whigs and the Tories 

 

The Agustan Age/The Golden Age/ The Age of Enlightenment  

• Circulating Library 

• The birth of journalism 

• The invention of the print 

• The coffee houses 



  Literature and Culture 

 

The rise of the Novel 

• The fathers of the English novel 

• The writer’s aim 

• The message of the novel 

• The characters 

• The narrative technique 

• The setting 

 

All about Daniel Defoe and the realistic novel 

• Life and works 

• Defoe’s novel 

 

All about Robison Crusoe 

• Plot 

• Setting 

• The Hero 

• Style 

• Themes 

• Robinson’s island 

➢ “Man Friday” 

 

Jonathan Swift  

All about Gulliver’s Travels 

• Date and setting 

• Plot 

• Gulliver’s transformation 

• Style 

• Satire 

• Level of interpretation 

 

PROGRAMMA DI EDUCAZIONE CIVICA 

 

Educating to peace  

➢ Educating to peace. What are the universal human rights?  

           https://youtu.be/nDgIVseTkuE  

➢ What Are Human Rights, Really? https://youtu.be/GDdJ-EI3sVU 

https://youtu.be/nDgIVseTkuE
https://youtu.be/GDdJ-EI3sVU


➢ Human rights in two minutes 

https://youtu.be/ew993Wdc0zo?si=WiPu7rcWyRdvXR5j 

➢ "What are the 30 Human Rights?" https://thehaguepeace.org/site/what-are-the-30-human-

rights/ 

➢ Analisi dei fatti di Pisa e Firenze come esempio di violazione dei diritti umani. Lettura della 

petizione scritta dai docenti di un liceo classico di Palermo e visione di filmati sull'evento e 

sulle parole del Presidente della Repubblica Sergio Mattarella. 

 

Libro di testo:  

Marina Spiazzi Marina Tavella Margaret Layton “ Compact Performer Shaping Ideas From the 

origins to the Present age” Zanichelli 
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